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(Continued violation of the Land Law, p. 1)
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(lllegal Logging Continues, p. 3)
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Continued violation of the Land Law

The granting of economic concessions for economic
development is not hampered by the lack of the sub-decree on
Economic Land Concession and relevant legal procedures.
Article 59 of the Land Law 2001 provides for the granting of
land concessions. It clearly states that any land concession
shall not exceed 10,000 ha in size, and that any land
concession already approved is the subject of reduction if the
size exceeds the stated size, ........

Recently, according to a copy of document containing
Council of Ministers’ number 849 sar chor nor dated 9
August 2004, an economic land concession covering an area
of 199,999 ha in Mondulkiri was granted to a Chinese
company by a newly appointed secretary of state, HE. P.S.K.
However, the authenticity of the document cannot be
confirmed.

The size of the approved economic concession is in violation
of the Land Law as the size exceeds the size specified in the
law by about twenty times. Fortunately, as a start of operation
and trial only 10,000 ha is approved. The concessionaire has
been cutting trees on the land and spraying toxic chemicals,
i.e. herbicides, to get rid of weeds. This threatens the
livelihoods and health of local indigenous communities as
well as natural forest and wildlife.

If the Royal Government of Cambodia allows the
concessionaire to not expand the concession to more than
10,000 ha even after the trial period, that shall provide a good
start for the implementation and enforcement of the Land
Law, while negative impacts on the livelihoods and health of
local indigenous populations as well as on natural forest and
wildlife can be curbed.
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Illegal Logging Continues

Illegal logging continues to take place despite the logging ban of the Royal
Government of Cambodia (RGC). On December 25, 2004 the communities
in Snuol district of Kratie province, receiving report from their members on
illegal logging of their resin trees, made an all night long patrol to disrupt
and curb the illegal logging activities. The community team consisted of 36
members including a local policeman. Prior to their patrol the communities
also reported to local authorities and local forest administration for
intervention and assistance.

While approaching the suspected spot in O Chriv and Trasek bordering
with Vietnam, the community patrol team heard of the cutting and trucking
of logs. Observing the advancement of the community patrol team toward
their position the illegal loggers started moving the loaded truck hurriedly
across to Vietnam. The community members then tried to safeguard the
remaining logs.

However, the illegal loggers, most of whom believed to be Vietnamese
(according to the communities), returned to truck out more logs across to
Vietnam. They came back for the logs thrice; and each time they fired on
the community patrol team to scare them off so that they could haul the
logs. The community members always ran for safety; but deterred also the
loggers” movement. No competent authorities made any intervention to
stop the firing by the illegal loggers.

By early hours before dawn the illegal loggers never returned for the last
remaining logs. Community team kept guard of the logs until dawn. They
collected, in addition to the logs, two chainsaws and a mobile telephone.
They called up the district governor and deputy governor to update them on
the situation and ask them to relay the message to local forest
administration officials for intervention. The community wanted to transfer
all the forensic materials to the competent authority, the forest
administration; but they did not show up. The community members then
decided to hand over all forensic materials to border military and police
units, and wanted a joint reporting. But the border military and police
personnel did not want to do that and many of them expressed their
resentment against the communities.

The communities complained that if the RGC does not take harsher, real
measures the wood will dwindle, their resin trees will disappear and they
will live always in absolute misery.
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