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(Clearing of Forest for Land Acquisition
Continued, p. 1)

b. mﬁmﬁQLmﬁul;ﬁ‘liﬁlﬂﬁ [pghagRs om

(Land Clearing in Pithnou Commune of Snuol
District, p. 3)
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Clearing Forest for Land Acquisition Continued

In the last few months Mr. O.V believed to be a
nephew of Samdech H.S.R has bought up pieces of
land from poor community people in Khseum
commune and has cleared nearby forest estate to
acquire more land. In a letter to Khseum commune
councilor Samdech H.S.R requested that the
commune chief provide necessary facilitation to his
nephew to get land for farming livestock and
agricultural crops.

With the authoritative letter Mr. O.V has cleared
around 20 ha of land into the forest; and he is
planning to acquire about 100-200 ha at the
expense of the forest. This act further encourages
the other rich and powerful people to follow suit.

If this act is allowed to continue it means that the
forestry and land laws are only created to be
broken. A modern society in which the law is not
practiced can be comparable to a barbarous society.
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Land Clearing in Pithnou Commune of Snuol
District

Forest clearing has been taking place almost
uncontrollable in Pithnou commune of Snuol
district. Among the land claimants are the 60-70
poor families from Kampong Cham, Kratie and
Prey Veng provinces who have received material
and financial supports from the rich and powerful
who will expectedly claim the land from them
later.

In the area of Pithnou commune along National
Road 14 that borders with Keo Seyma district of
Mondulkiri province the new settlers are busy
clearing land in Snuol Wildlife Sanctuary without
restriction. No-one cares about and enforces the
law.

If this continues what is the meaning of having
wildlife sanctuary and who will gain and suffer
from this game since these poor are only working
for the rich and powerful for a quick and short term
survival. Land will change from hand to hand and
the trend will continue. What will be the
implications for the land/agrarian reform program
and poverty reduction effort of the Royal
Government of Cambodia?
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