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Too Late
In early March Pine Plantation Concession was clearing
cemetery forest of Dak Dam commune. Local communities were
unhappy with that and requested for intervention of local Forest
Administration (FA) of Mondulkiri province.

Officials of FA in Mondulkiri convened a meeting of
stakeholders concerned, especially community and company
representatives. At the meeting representatives of the company
and communities deliberated on the issue.

The company representatives said that they were clearing only
land granted to them. The community representatives replied
that that land was used as the burial site and could not be
touched and thus the company’s operation had to be halted right
away. The FA officials presented certain articles of the Forest
Law and Community Forest Sub-decree that provide for the
protection of sacred forests and/or burial sites of local
communities. The officials also stressed that the company act
was legally unacceptable and should be backed off immediately
before facing consequences.

The company representatives admitted that they were not aware
that it was the burial site and that it was protected by the law.
They then promised to call off the operation immediately as
requested. However, the call-off order reached their field
workers only a day later when all the trees disappeared. Just too
late!
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Economic Land Concession and Development

Latest decision of the Royal Government of Cambodia (RGC)
on renewing economic land concession granting as a tool to
attract investment needed to develop the nation’s economy and
poverty alleviation has caused a great concern for donor
community, in particular the World Bank, civil society
organizations (CSOs) and agrarian-based population. The RGC’s
decision should be supported, but the concern of donors, CSOs
and Cambodian people should receive equal attention.

Poor economic concessions granting practice and performance
were recognized by the Prime Minister himself at the last
National Forum on Land held in October 2004. At the forum he
expressed his resentment and concern about the way the
economic concessions were granted and non-productiveness of
the granted land, which had negative impacts on local
communities, caused conflicts and in some instances the
concessions included land where provincial government offices
were standing, e.g. in Ratanakiri.

The process of granting economic concessions is not transparent,
which never allowed for stakeholders’ consultations. In addition
many concessions are cleared only for logs and are not invested
rendering land economically unproductive and degraded. A
representative of a company raised similar concern at a recent
Public-Private Sector Forum, and urged that the RGC reconsider
carefully its policy on granting economic land concessions.

Economic land concessions will contribute to achieving the
RGC’s Rectangular Strategy for Growth, Employment, Equity
and Efficency only if the process of granting and managing them
provides for transparency and comprehensive stakeholders
consultations that could ensure good and participatory
governance principle.
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