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Real Victims in Dak Dam Commune
An ad hoc meeting was called between the Taiwanese Pine
Plantations Company and local authorities and local
communities in late April after the company bulldozed land for
its plantations in Dak Dam commune. It was believed that the
victims of the land bulldozed are indigenous people — Phnong
— of Dak Dam commune. It turns out to be untrue.

ABIC staff members who are working with Dak Dam’s
indigenous people did an investigation right away with the
participants of the meeting, Dak Dam’s indigenous groups and
elders. Indigenous people who were participants and non-
participants of the meeting and Phnong elders reported that
there were nearly none of their community members were
victims of the land the company was preparing for the
plantations.

Two of the indigenous families would lose the land they fenced
up for speculation. They recently took the land, which was
never used by local people at all, with the hope that they could
trade it for cash. Three other families — all new settlers from
low land areas — who would lose their land came to settle in
Dak Dam just recently. They grabbed land, which was never
used by the community, for speculation too. The other victims
who would lose the land are all but land speculators from Sen
Monorom town and Phnom Penh. ABIC does not and will
never support the effort of these people. However, ABIC
supports and will support the real victims.

Dak Dam community people and elders will be happiest if the
company could create job for them to improve their life, and
have clear demarcation of areas needed for the company’s
plantations that will not affect their residential and cultivation
areas, grazing land, sacred forest and burial sites. This is worth
considering by all concerned.
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Opportunists
With support from a local NGO Snuol Community
Forest Network was prepared to re-elect its committee
members at all levels in late April. While busy with the
re-election activities their forest and land patrol efforts
became limited and no mechanism was put in place,
during this period, to watch and deter the illegal land
grabbers and loggers. As a result some vulnerable areas
were being encroached and a significant area of land was
cleared and taken, for example, in Trapean Leakh village.

This really reflects how fruitful effort could be easily
obliterated in the face of the lack of the rule of law.
Without the rule of law, all good achievements cannot be
sustainable and can be perished quickly.

What does the rule of law mean? A country with the rule
of law is a country in which law exists, every citizen
learns and respects the law, judicial system is
independent and practices the law strictly, and impunity
is never tolerated. Cambodia has some law, but
awareness of and respect for law is limited, judicial
system is not totally independent and [sometimes] does
not abide by the law, and impunity remains a major
problem.

The effort of the Royal Government of Cambodia in
legal and judicial reform, as cast in the Rectangular
Strategy (2004), that will address these issues should be
strongly supported and must be accelerated.
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